
K.O. Knudson School Organizational Team 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

K.O. Knudson Academy of Creative Arts and Technology 

School Organizational Team Meeting 

K.O. Knudson Middle School – Library Annex 

Monday, January 13, 2020 

5:00pm 

 

School Organizational Team Members present: 

Rocio Franco, Jessica Fyffe, Amanda Hicks, Yolanda Lowry, Stacey O’Brien, Dora Salguero, 
Susan Sancrant, Amy Symes, Lezlie Koepp (Principal)c 

 
School Organizational Team Members absent: 

Lana Pagkaliwangan (Student) 

Welcome 

Call to Order 

Amanda Hicks, S.O.T. Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 
Approval of the Minutes 

Minutes from meetings held 11/12 & 12/16, 2019 not complete; approval moved to next 
agenda. 

 
Agenda Items 

1. Possible Future Zoning changes 

a. Background: 

i. A.Z.A.C. (Attendance Zone Advisory Commission) has proposed a rezoning 

plan for the “Opportunity Area” which includes K.O. Fremont is scheduled to 

be rebuilt and opened as a K-8 dual language full-magnet. There are 2 

proposals planned by the A.Z.A.C committee for where the Fremont students 

will attend while the building is being rebuilt. 

1. New building will have a capacity for about 350-400 middle school 

students 
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ii. Proposal 1: Involves students zoned for Fremont M.S. to be rezoned to 

Knudson and Martin M.S.; and students zoned for Knudson to be rezoned for 

Mack M.S. 

iii. Proposal 2: Involves students zoned for Fremont M.S. to be rezoned to 

Knudson and Martin M.S.; but excludes students zoned for Knudson being 

rezoned to Mack M.S. 

iv. Both proposals affect Knudson negatively as the rezoning of more students to 

K.O. would negatively affect magnet seats since K.O. would be increasing the 

number of seats allotted for zoned students. 

1. Currently, K.O. has 650 zoned students and 700 magnet students. The 

proposal has the number of zoned kids increasing from 650 to 1150. 

With K.O. currently is at capacity with 1360 students. 1150 zoned 

students, would only leave about 150/200 seats available for magnet 

students. 

v. K.O. is already above capacity and zoning more students to Knudson would 

further increase inequities. 

1. When comparing K.O. (North of D.I) and White (South of D.I), the only 

arts integration/performing arts middle schools in the valley. White 

which serves the community south of Desert Inn, has approximately 

1600 available magnet seats, compared to K.O which serves the 

community north of Desert Inn who only has about 700 magnet seats 

available. The proposed zoning plan increase the disparity to an 80% 

difference in available seats. 

2. In 2017, K.O. was told they were still being considered for full-magnet 
status. 

3. Although any kid can go to any school, transportation is only provided 

if you live in the zone. 

4. There are 31 middle schools north of Desert Inn and 23 middle schools 

south of Desert Inn. That is a difference of about 10,000 students. 

5. Title I: 

a. 87% of schools North of D.I. 

b. 78% of schools South of D.I. 
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6. 100 % Free and Reduced lunch: 

a. 8 schools (26%) North of D.I. 

b. 3 schools South of D.I. 

7. Performing and Fine Arts program comparison: 

a. Orchestra: 

i. North of D.I. = 80% 

ii. South of D.I. = 91% 

b. Choir 

i. North of D.I. = 50% 

ii. South of D.I. = 82% 

c. Theatre 

i. There are 4 theatre programs North of D.I., 3 of those are 

at K.O. 

b. Parents are urged to go to the Public Input Meeting at Rancho H.S. on January 16, 2020 

c. Public Comments: 

i. C: Parent who has a 5th grade student who applied for K.O. for the 2020/2021 

school year for all 3 choices, is very disappointed. For a parent who does their 

best to stay well-informed, they feel it is ridiculous to have to find out about 

these possible changes after the magnet selection deadlines when adjustments 

are not allowed and options are limited. With changes happening so soon there 

was no information on the magnet site or when filling out magnet application 

to communicate to parents that there is a possibility of the schools they are 

applying for to be affected by zoning changes. 

ii. C: This is racial disparity. Being that the neighborhoods being affected are 

highly Spanish-speaking and no information being sent out in Spanish, it feels 

like they are trying to keep people that aren’t fully involved in their child’s 

school, in the dark. 

iii. Q: What is the timeline on this? If we are planning on making plans, what is the 

short-term and what is the long-term? Is it what they decide and we then have 

to decide how to react? 
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1. Ultimately, yes; but if there is any way we can get the AZAC committee 

to delay their vote, with the request for ‘no change’ we have a year 

before they can bring up this topic again. 

2. Standard Student Attire Vote 

a. Standard Student Attire (SSA) 

i. K.O. is a Standard Student Attire school. Every 4 years the school must go 

through a resurvey process to make sure that everyone is on board to continue 

or discontinue SSA. 

ii. A letter was sent out discussing the pros and cons of having SSA at K.O. 

iii. A mailer vote will happen in the spring so parents could vote on whether or 

not to keep it, parents must then mail back their vote. 

3. 2020 - 2021 Plan of Operation 

a. Budget 

i. Supposed to come out on Wednesday January 15th, 2020 on a new platform. 

When budget is received, it is the job of the S.O.T. to figure out how to spend 

it. Mrs. Koepp would like to spend the funds on a math teacher and an 

English teacher. A plan is also needed for the future removal of the dean 

positions. 

1. SB 178 Funds 

2. Title I Funds 

3. Hope 2 / Restorative Justice 

b. School Improvement Plan 

i. Title I Plan 
 
 
General Discussion 

1. Heart of Education Nominations: http://theheartofeducation.org/nominate 

a. Heart of Education nominations are open. Administration would be very appreciative 

if all teachers receive a nomination. 

2. Suggestions for future agenda items 

a. Plan of Operation 

http://theheartofeducation.org/nominate
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b. Testing 

c. If someone would like to add an agenda item, they could send an email to Amanda 

Hicks, and she will add it to the agenda for a future meeting. 

 

Information 

1. Next Meeting: Monday, February 10, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. 

Public Comment Period (2 minutes maximum allotted) 

 
Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:11 p.m. 


